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to their King and country have already received the welcome
approval of two successive Viceroys of India. Indeed, even
the Prime Minister, in the very speech with reference to which
we have ventured to request Your Excellency's permission to
present this address, has admitted that even during the short
period that the Reformed Councils have been in existence " there
has been a very considerable measure of success in spite of the
drawbacks which have manifested themselves." In these cir-
cumstances the Prime Minister's emphatic pronouncement,
characterizing the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms as an experi-
ment, the suitability of which to Indian conditions, according to
him, yet remains to be seen, has rightly created widespread
feelings of deep disappointment and grave concern in all Indian
Political circles. Your Excellency, no responsible Indian can be
desirous of injuring the position of existing members of our
Indian Civil Service or of depriving them in any manner of the
emoluments which they at present enjoy. Moreover, we all
recognize that for some time to come the presence of a British
element in our Services will be conducive to the best interests
of the Indian administration. But for the Prime Minister to
characterize the British element in our services as the steel-frame
of the whole structure on which alone you must build, and the
removal of which, according to him, must result in the collapse
of the fabric, and to say he could see no period when India could
dispense with the guidance and assistance of the British Civil
Servant amounts to a denial of the basic principle of responsible
Government. It is not surprising, therefore, that the Prime
Minister's pronouncements have given rise to a fear lest in
making them the head of His Majesty's Government will be
going back upon the solemn pledge given in Parliament on the
20th August, 1917, and finally carried out in its adoption by
Parliament in the Preamble to the Government of India Act of
1919. Your Excellency, as the head of the Government of India,
you are the guardian of the interests of 315 millions of His
Majesty's subjects in this country. You have already in many
ways given proof of your generous sympathy with the legitimate
aspirations of the people. Just at the moment when political
conditions in India were steadily undergoing improvement, and
the hearts of sincere well-wishers of Indian constitutional progress
were full of hope, the pronouncement made by His Majesty's
Prime Minister has created in this country a position which it is
essential, alike in the interests of the Government as well as of the
people, should be cleared up. The only means we venture to